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BHS Chieftain 
Leaders 
fundraising for 
prom

by Brooke Miranda

by Jaquan Mundy
by Mya Godsey

Success Center 
readies for second 
semester

The BHS Chieftain Leaders Club is 
preparing to sell Chieftain discount 
cards to help fundraise for prom 
2021. Fundraising coordinator Tri-
cia Baker says, “They will be coming 
out the first week of February.” The 
cards consist of discounts for multi-
ple restaurants and small businesses 
in Bellefontaine. Each card is ten 
dollars to purchase, and Chieftain 
Leaders receives five dollars from 
each card to put toward this year’s 
prom. The target audience includes 
BHS Juniors and Seniors that can 
leave the school during their lunch 
period, but cards are also available 
to the community. Baker says, “The 
cards are reusable, so you can use 
each discount as many times as you 
would like.” 
 This is the first fundraising 
opportunity Chieftain Leaders has 
had, but they are hoping this will 
jump start other projects so they can 
continue to raise money for other 
events. Baker says, “Right now we 
do have to focus on raising money 
to put on the prom.” The Chieftain 
Leaders prom committee is work-
ing hard to prepare for the dance as 
it is rapidly approaching. Another 
fundraising opportunity includes 
the concession stands at all home 
boys basketball games. Members of 
the club volunteer to help run the 
concession stands and they receive 
some of the profit in return. Baker 
says, “I am most excited to see ev-
eryone take control of their roles.” 

The BHS Success Center is ready 
to roll for the second semester. The 
Success Center is adding new stu-
dents. Also Mr. Miller will be added 
to the current teaching staff. 
 The Success Center is a place 
to come and earn self-paced credits. 
This is the fourth year of the pro-
gram. The Success Center is also a 
place you can discuss life skills and 
encourage students to be the best 
version of them. Second semester 
activities will be related to goals for 
school and life. Goals are checked 
weekly. For self-improvement ac-
tivities, students talk about triggers 
for things that upset them and what 
things they know to calm them back 
down. They also do random acts of 
kindness for an example they write 
positive notes to one another. Also, 
they work on interviews skills for 
jobs. 
 Another way to earn credits 
in the success center is VLA (Virtual 
Learning Academy). Some students 
do better when they can learn at 
their own pace. One of the things 
that is unique about the Success 
Center is that they try to focus on 
and rule out negativity with posi-
tivity. Students can earn rewards for 
making good choices and complet-
ing work. The Success Center has 
given many students the best option 
to make it to graduation.

Around School

Vaccinations 
soon ready for 
staff
COVID-19 vaccinations have been 
a new concern for 2021. People all 
around the world have been getting 
these new vaccines. Health care pro-
viders at schools have been keeping 
some tabs on the vaccination and 
when students and teachers might 
be able to get them. 
 Nurse Katie, the Bellefon-
taine High School nurse, believes 
that the COVID “cases have been 
doing pretty well most of the school 
year, all of our positive cases have 
had exposures outside of the school 
day. Keeping up the good hand-
washing/sanitizing and mask wear-
ing are essential in us continuing to 
do a good job.” 
 Nurse Katie feels the vaccine 
is a useful tool that can help society 
stop the spread of COVID-19. 
 While there have been 
no official changes to COVID-19 
guidelines, achieving herd immu-
nity could stop the spread of the 
disease and will allow restrictions to 
be lifted, according to Nurse Katie. 
 Healthcare providers have 
already been offered the vaccine. 
Currently, vaccines are only recom-
mended for those 18 or older. BCS 
staff members will have an oppor-
tunity to receive their vaccine when 
phase 1B occurs, hopefully starting 
in the first of February. 

Abby Kite at a home meet.   Cover: Kailynn Kenner leads girls varsity team



Wrestling continues 
to battle cancellations

New grade scale offers re-
lief to students struggling 
through COVID-19

Wrestling’s 2020-2021 season has 
had a lot of cancelations due to 
COVID. The wrestling team has 
only had five matches scheduled. 
They plan to have a meet on Jan. 28 
and 30.  
 The players are thankful to 
still have a season even if it is not 
much. Junior Wrestler Makayla 
Young said that “the season has 

Bellefontaine High school has a new 
grading scale. Previously we were on 
a ten-point scale based off your per-
centage of your overall grade in the 
class. However, this year we are on 
a four-point grading scale. This new 
scale makes it easier to pass classes 
than before.  
 FCC teacher Mrs. Jameson 
says “I do love the new grading scale 
and it has been proven to be a lot 
easier however it does give the stu-
dents to drop down to a .5 GPA and 
that is extremely low.”  
 “At first I didn’t even notice 
the new grading scale until I got my 
grade card at the end of the second 
six weeks my grades were really 
good even with my seniorities kick-
ing in. I would say it would be pretty 
hard to fail with this grading scale 
considering how spread out it is, 
students have a ton of wiggle room 
to keep their grades up,” says senior 
Makayla Hayes. 
 With students and teachers 
constantly being in and out due to 
COVID-19 issues this grading scale 
is helping student maintain a pass-
ing grade and catch up faster.

Bowling Teams eye 
repeat CBC titles

The girls and boys bowling teams 
are looking to wrap up their sea-
sons. Both teams ended their season 
at 14-2 and are in reach of winning 
the CBC title. The girls broke the 
school record for total pins in a 
single match with a 2,640 in their 
match against Jonathon Alder. They 
are now eyeing their third consecu-
tive CBC title.  
 Boys Coach Tammy Over-
holser said, “the CBC title is defi-
nitely in reach, but the boys need 

by Rylie Fullerton

by Makayla Hayes

by Lindsey Heminger

to use their skills and want it more 
than I the coach.” The boys’ team is 
losing 3 key seniors for next season: 
Ryan Carman, Caleb Gonterman, 
and Isaiah Henry. All 3 boys have a 
special role within the team. Ryan is 
quiet but a particularly good lead-
er and role model for the younger 
bowlers. Caleb is “a great bowler and 
loves to get/keep the team pumped,” 
Coach Overholser said. Isaiah had a 
rough start to the season, but Coach 
Overholser said that “he came back 
to bowling like he was never gone.”  
 The girls also have their 
eyes set on a CBC championship. 
Coach Jane Kline said, “if the girls 
finish strong on the season that puts 
Jonathan Alder in a tough position 
to win, they must perform almost 
perfect. They have a tough ending 
to their season, and it is not over 
yet.” The girls’ team is also losing 3 
seniors this season: Ashley Ehmer, 
Lindsey Heminger, and Candice 
Miilbach. Coach Kline said, “if 
someone steps up and shows leader-
ship and can lead the team, we will 
be okay next season, but these are 
some big shoes to fill but I think the 
younger girls can do it.” 

been fun for what they have had so 
far, they have been learning more 
about technique this year.” 
 While they practiced every 
day they weren’t quarantined, it 
is hard for the players to improve 
because of the lack of opponents. 
The BHS wrestling has had a lot of 
difficulties due to COVID but they 
continue to keep their gear on and 
aim for the best, even though they 
have been limited on what they can 
and cannot do. 

Candice Miilbach mid-approach



Around Town
Have a Happy COVID-19 
Valentine’s Day

The pandemic isn’t 
over and neither are 
the mental struggles

What will you be doing this Val-
entine’s Day with your sweetheart? 
Will you be shopping local for your 
gifts, outfits, and dinner?  
 This year for Valentine’s day 
you should go to your local sweet 
shops and by something for your 
significant other. Places in and 
around town have some of the best 
things that your person would love. 
Marie’s Candies is a fan favorite of 
many local people. Marie’s is found 
on the edge of West Liberty. They 
have lots of options including choc-
olate covered strawberries when 
specially ordered. Another place to 
go for this holiday is City Sweets 
found on Main Street in Bellefon-
taine where you can get cakes, ice 
cream, cupcakes, cookies and more. 
This is a wonderful place to get a 
sweet treat for someone this valen-
tine’s day. “One thing I always love 
to get my boyfriend for Valentine’s 
day is a box of Marie’s chocolates 
because that is his favorite,” says 
Senior Kayla Plummer 
 Another thing you need to 
think about this Valentine’s Day is 
what you will be wearing to dinner? 
Local places that you can shop to get 
a pretty dress or a blouse and pants 
include Peach Tree Boutique or 
Poppy Seed both found on Colum-
bus Avenue. These places have an 
abundance of casual clothes that you 
could wear out to dinner as well as 
get jewelry to tie the whole outfit 
together. These places are affordable 
and can make your valentine’s day 
look complete. For men they can 
shop local at JC Sports to get a nice 
collared shirt or pullover to wear to 
dinner also located on Columbus 

“I feel the pandemic has made me 
isolate myself. I can’t open up any-
more and I feel alone even when I’m 
not,” says senior Paige Cox. Paige 
along with many other students feel 
as if the pandemic has affected their 
mental health this year.        
  Unmotivated, never hun-
gry, feeling stuck, and drowning 
in thoughts are just some ways 
students have described their ex-
perience while living through the 
Covid-19 pandemic. So how do we 
fix this? 
 Angie Horvath, a Gifted 
Coordinator, and mentor at Belle-
fontaine High School recommends 
that the best way to help students is 

Avenue. All these places can meet 
your needs for going for a night on 
the town.  
 Having trouble finding a 
place to eat in town? Some great op-
tions are the newly opened Syndicate 
for a pricier meal. “My husband and 
I will be trying out the Syndicate this 
Valentine’s day to see how it is be-
cause we have heard such wonderful 
things about it,” says Molli Jackson. 
A place with more averagely priced 
food is places like 600 Downtown 
or Brewfontaine. The Syndicate is 
reservation only but will have many 
Valentine’s Day specials for dinner as 
well as lunch. 600 Downtown does 
not require reservation as well as 
Brewfontaine but would be recom-
mended due to the holiday and they 
will be remarkably busy.  
  Make sure this year you are 
shopping at your local shops and 
supporting our businesses here. This 
is a wonderful way to show off our 
awesome hometown businesses. 

to return to normalcy; but students 
can help themselves by connecting 
with peers, being social and creating 
an everyday routine. 
 Horvath stated that not only 
has she had an increase of students 
visiting her about mental health 
issues, such as depression and anx-
iety, but she has also had more kids 
struggling in their classes. Horvath 
says, “Hybrid learning has made it 
extremely hard for many students. 
They feel buried and as if they are 
teaching themselves.”  
 As a student it is hard hav-
ing to worry about the sake of your 
mental health just to complete an as-
signment or get up and go to school 
in the mornings. Many of us want 
to be at school learning just as much 
as teachers want to teach; but some 
days it is just too hard to get out of 
bed. 
 Living through the Covid 19 
pandemic has caused students to be-
come the pandemic. Mental health is 
so serious and has taken over many 
students and their everyday lives. 
We must learn how to adapt to it 
and live through what is happening. 
Stay positive, you got this.  
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